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2022 RIFB Annual Meeting Returns to
Crystal Lake Golf Club Volume 23, Issue 4

Fall 2022
Please join us drhursday, November 1o celebrate 69 years of Farm
Bureau in Rhode Island! This year our Annual Meeting returns to Crystakbak€or Directors
Golf Club in Mapleville, Rl. Registration opens at 10:00 am, and workshops
begin at 10:30 am with events continuing throughout the day. Our Busin&8%Yy B. Wright lll, President
Meeting begins at 4:00 pm, Social Hour at 5:30 pm and the Dinner Buﬁeéﬁgﬁﬁﬁgg‘fﬂ:gﬁi?ﬁ;ﬂﬁp
pm. To register find the limk our websiteRIFB.org, or stop by or call the Tim Gallagher, Secretary

RIFB office a#013853339. Space is limited, so register early! Ann Marie Bouthillette
Vincent Confreda
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at 10:30 am. In the afternoon, Blackbird Farms will be sponsoring anothggecﬁgeno

demo featuring Chef Andy Tei xeir alstaanpll Newport Vi

have been a hit each year! Rob Swanson
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We always welcome raffle donations for the meeting. Each year we havé¥%'he4e

tiful array of farm products, gift baskets from member & other local busingggeSuinn, Exec. Director
handmade crafts, gift cards and more for our raffle. All proceeds go to o®ebecca Whitford,
Scholarship Fund. In addition, our Rl Farm Products Raffle tickets are still Administrative Assistant
available in the office and will be available for purchase at the meeting before we

draw the three prize winners that evening! If you are not attending the meeting,

please remember you can stop by the office or call to purchaseRitess! _ o
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. . . . . . Washington County
Finally: Please submit any 2023 policy recommendations in writing to Fair Re-Cap 3

the Rl Farm Bureau.Please mail or hand deliver policy recommendationstto:
16B Nooseneck Hill Road, West Greenwich, Rl 02817 or email the scanrjed 7a'm Products

' i icai . : ; ffle Prizes!
document talirector@rifb.org. Submissions must be received in the office |by Raffle Prizest 7
4:30 pm on Thursday, October 27. Policy submissions will be reviewed by theer esi de s
Resolutions Committee for inclusion in Policy Items to be voted on November Corner 10
17, 2022.
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A Summer of Contrasts

As the Summer issue of the newsletter went to print, Rhode Island was tipping from Moderate to Severe
Drought. By the first week of August, 100% of the state was in Severe Drought (D2). By the second week
33% of Rl had moved into the Extreme Drought (D3) category, and by the third and fourth weeks of August
99% of the state was in Extreme Drought. (Extreme Drought indicators are major crop/pasture losses and
widespread water shortages or restrictions.) This was a real cause for concern as we saw fields continue t
bake in the sun, corn browning in the fields with stunted ears on short stalks, and irrigation ponds going dry
Firstcut hay appeared to be the only cut that would be coming off most fields for 2022. RI DEM, USDA
FSA, and USDA NRCS were ready to help with permits and programs to help farmers with ponds and irriga
tion, and also working hard to develop programs for reseeding. During the last week of August, some spott
rain let conditions improve slightly with just 53% of the state assigned to the Extreme Drought category, anc
the rest of the state defined as oonlyd being ir

Early September finally brought rain to larger areas of the state, and not just rain, it brought flooding rains.
expected, some areas saw no precipitation, yet others turned to mud, and roads and properties flooded. Ea
rains helped row crops and some | ater harvest pl
takes a lot of rain to bring the groundwater back up, and luckily it continued to rain. As | write, we are still
experiencing heavy rains. Despite this, farms are still dealing with the effects of the severe drought, includi
crop and forage losses, while at the same time experiencing washing from the heavy rains. Perhaps it is ar
example of obe careful what you wish foro6, but t
0The farmer has to be an optimist or he woul dnodt
tion of hope combined with hard work. Thank you to all our farmers, big and small, that have worked hard
through this difficult summer to supply our st at
brings more consistent and beneficial growing conditions.

Spotted Lantern Fly Found in RI

| Native to Asia, SLF is most frequently associated with Tree
| of Heaven plants (Ailanthus altissima) and feeds on a wide
B range of agricultural crops such as grape, apple, and hops,
L O : 5 | and several native species of plants and trees including maple,
PR B Ty ; @ walnut, and willow.

| f you suspect youodbve found a spotted | anternfl
DEM. VisitRIFB.orgf o r a |link tooBbRMb6sSpgepeht Bthgsibgab!'t g ht i

"Rhode Island must move aggressively in the small area where the spotted lanternfly has been found to cor
the occurrence before its spreads widely and causes considerable economic harm, as it has done in Penns
New Jersey, and other states," said DEM Director Terry Gray. "Serious SLF infestations around the state c
jeopardize thousands of acres of orchards, berry crops, vineyards, and nursery stock that are the source of
ple's livelihoods and contribute to our food supply. We are using a federally registered pesticide that the EP
has deemed safe when used in accordance with label directions-l@ensttend insured applicators are

trained to apply such products effectively while protecting the environmentarlnomet speci es.

Spraying began along Douglas Pike (Route 7) in Smithfield on Wednesday, September 21. Applicators usir
backpack sprayers with wands wil|l ocontact spr a\)
cy-approved pesticide, directly on trees and bushes with substantial numbers of adult lanternflies.
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Young Ag Professionals

At this yeards Washington County Fair, all regi
St a tshirh. WE were so excited to see them all over! Ri Farm Bureau was also pleased to donate duffle
bags for each of the seven Grand Champion Showmen awards. Kylie Jordan won Premier Animal with he
Red & White Holstein heifer, Teeter, and was pr
Bureau Executive Director, Heidi Quinn. Congratulations to all the youth exhibitors at the fair, both new ar
experienced, and all thosé&tween. You are the future of agriculture in Rhode Island. A huge thanks to the
families, mentors, club leaders and others who support the youth exhibitors.




THE GREAT STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

LET'S TALK ABOUT THE STATE OF YOUR HORSE FARM INSURANCE

When you dedicate your life and well-being to the well-being of horses, you
need more than just a policy-you need an ally. A one-size-fits-all insurance
policy isn’t for you. You deserve a customized coverage plan and American
National gets it. An American National equine professionals insurance policy

can provide you with a flexible package that allows you to tailor a policy to
match your individual needs, with coverage options that include liability ﬁhA’I.FIF(‘)IﬁRE
coverage, property coverage, and optional enhancements that cover things

like valuable paper records, golf carts and vehicles, show judge liability and

INSURANCE

more. For more inforamtion, and to connect with a local American
National agent near you visit an.insure/rifb or call 800-899-6519.

American National is a group of companies writing a broad array of insurance products and services. Products and services may not be available in all states.

Terms, conditions and eligibility requirements will apply. Life insurance and annuity products may be underwritten by American National Insurance Company,

Galveston, Texas. Property and casualty products and services may be underwritten by Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company, Glenmont, New York.
20-050-334585.V1.6.2020



The 2022 Rhode Island Farm Scavenger Hunt is Available!

Our apologies for the wait, but the Rl Farm Scavenger Hunt flyers are available at pa
farms, the RIFB Farm Bureau office and other community locations where they have
able in the past. Visit usR4EB.org for more information.

2022 RI FARM SCAVENGER HUNT
r Infor I

Rhode Island Farm Bureau
Since 1953

‘There are over 1200 commercial farms throughout Rhode Island.
‘With a diverse mix of pastures, feld crops, orchards, nurseries,
aquaculture, woodlands, and wellands, Rhode Island agriculture.
helps to support the local economy and preserve our landscapes.

‘Rhode Island Parm Burean works diligeatly to support the right-to-

farm and property rights for Rhode Island farmers and landowners.

Working in conjunction with other ag related groups in Bl such as

RI Nursery and Landscape Association, RI Fruit Growers, RI DEN

Division of Agriculture, USDA PSA and NRCS, we are able to provide

‘numerous ways (o support and sustain local farms and agriculture
into the future.

visit us online al
wwwrithorgw f

Thank you to the RI Fruit Growers Association
for creating the RI Farm Scavenger Hunt!
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NEW MEMBER BENEFIT

- UPT015% OFF YOUR ORDER
[JUNGAREES | = g

Retailer of premium workwear brands carhartt&. [ — l WUI.\IEHINE @

Call the Farm Bureau Office to get the Dungarees Dlscount CodeI

Membership Renewal Time?

Remember to renew your Rl Farm Bureau membership on time to maintain your member benefits g
American National/Farm Family Insurance discount (if that applies to you). Dues notices are no lon
sent in November, but are sent just ahead of
4013853339 if you believe you have not received your renewal notice.

Your dues help RIFB promote farming in Rhode Island through our support to members just starting
farm and those with decades of experienctrough outreach at events; by collaborating at the nation
level with American Farm Bureau; and by lobbying at both the state and national level for the right t
farm, water rights and property rights.

Not a farmer? We still need your support. Fdiend of Farmermembers areery important to us. As
consumers, and often true friends of the farmers you support, your memberships help us continue @
keep agriculture in Rhode Island.
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