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2022 RIFB Annual Meeting Returns to 

Crystal Lake Golf  Club 

Please join us on Thursday, November 17 to celebrate 69 years of Farm  

Bureau in Rhode Island!  This year our Annual Meeting returns to Crystal Lake 

Golf Club in Mapleville, RI.  Registration opens at 10:00 am, and workshops 

begin at 10:30 am with events continuing throughout the day.  Our Business 

Meeting begins at 4:00 pm, Social Hour at 5:30 pm and the Dinner Buffet at 6:30 

pm.  To register find the link on our website, RIFB.org, or stop by or call the 

RIFB office at 401-385-3339.  Space is limited, so register early!   

AFBF Womenõs Leadership Committee Vice-Chair, Lorenda Overman, will be 

our eveningõs speaker.  Lorenda and her husband grow 4,000 acres of corn, soy-

beans, and sweet potatoes in eastern North Carolina where they also raise hogs.  

Massachusetts YF&R Chair and National YF&R Committee member,  Heather 

Bonnano-Baker is scheduled to speak at the Young Ag Professionalõs workshop 

at 10:30 am.  In the afternoon, Blackbird Farms will be sponsoring another chef 

demo featuring Chef Andy Teixeira of Newport Vineyards.  Chef Andyõs demos 

have been a hit each year! 

We always welcome raffle donations for the meeting.  Each year we have a beau-

tiful array of farm products, gift baskets from member & other local businesses, 

handmade crafts, gift cards and more for our raffle.  All proceeds go to our 

Scholarship Fund.  In addition, our RI Farm Products Raffle tickets are still 

available in the office and will be available for purchase at the meeting before we 

draw the three prize winners that evening!  If you are not attending the meeting, 

please remember you can stop by the office or call to purchase tickets!  Prizes 

are $500- $300- $200 in member farmõs gift certificates!  $5/ticket or 5 for $20.  

Donõt miss out on this great raffle opportunity! 

 

Finally:  Please submit any 2023 policy recommendations in writing to  
the RI Farm Bureau. Please mail or hand deliver policy recommendations to: 
16B Nooseneck Hill Road, West Greenwich, RI 02817 or email the scanned  
document to director@rifb.org. Submissions must be received in the office by 
4:30 pm on Thursday, October 27. Policy submissions will be reviewed by the  
Resolutions Committee for inclusion in Policy Items to be voted on November 
17, 2022. 

http://www.rifb.org
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A Summer of  Contrasts 

 
As the Summer issue of the newsletter went to print, Rhode Island was tipping from Moderate to Severe 

Drought.  By the first week of August, 100% of the state was in Severe Drought (D2).  By the second week 

33% of RI had moved into the Extreme Drought (D3) category, and by the third and fourth weeks of August, 

99% of the state was in Extreme Drought. (Extreme Drought indicators are major crop/pasture losses and 

widespread water shortages or restrictions.)  This was a real cause for concern as we saw fields continue to 

bake in the sun, corn browning in the fields with stunted ears on short stalks, and irrigation ponds going dry.   

First-cut hay appeared to be the only cut that would be coming off most fields for 2022.  RI DEM, USDA 

FSA, and USDA NRCS were ready to help with permits and programs to help farmers with ponds and irriga-

tion, and also working hard to develop programs for reseeding.  During the last week of August, some spotty 

rain let conditions improve slightly with just 53% of the state assigned to the Extreme Drought category, and 

the rest of the state defined as òonlyó being in Severe Drought. 

 

Early September finally brought rain to larger areas of the state, and not just rain, it brought flooding rains.  As 

expected, some areas saw no precipitation, yet others turned to mud, and roads and properties flooded. Early 

rains helped row crops and some later harvest plantings of corn, but didnõt improve the drought situation.  It 

takes a lot of rain to bring the groundwater back up, and luckily it continued to rain.  As I write, we are still 

experiencing heavy rains.  Despite this, farms are still dealing with the effects of the severe drought, including 

crop and forage losses, while at the same time experiencing washing from the heavy rains.  Perhaps it is an 

example of òbe careful what you wish foró, but the reality is that this is farming.  As the great Will Rogers said, 

òThe farmer has to be an optimist or he wouldnõt still be a farmer.ó  Thatõs the truth.  Farming is an occupa-

tion of hope combined with hard work.  Thank you to all our farmers, big and small, that have worked hard 

through this difficult summer to supply our state and region with food, fuel, fiber, and more.  Letõs hope 2023 

brings more consistent and beneficial growing conditions. 

Spotted Lantern Fly Found in RI 
 

Native to Asia, SLF is most frequently associated with Tree 

of Heaven plants (Ailanthus altissima) and feeds on a wide 

range of agricultural crops such as grape, apple, and hops, 

and several native species of plants and trees including maple, 

walnut, and willow. 

If you suspect youõve found a spotted lanternfly, take a photo and then kill it.  Save the bug and report it to 

DEM.  Visit RIFB.org for  a link to DEMõs reporting site.  òSpot Squash Send Sightingsó is the slogan! 

 

"Rhode Island must move aggressively in the small area where the spotted lanternfly has been found to control 

the occurrence before its spreads widely and causes considerable economic harm, as it has done in Pennsylvania, 

New Jersey, and other states," said DEM Director Terry Gray. "Serious SLF infestations around the state could 

jeopardize thousands of acres of orchards, berry crops, vineyards, and nursery stock that are the source of peo-

ple's livelihoods and contribute to our food supply. We are using a federally registered pesticide that the EPA 

has deemed safe when used in accordance with label directions. Our state-licensed and insured applicators are 

trained to apply such products effectively while protecting the environment and non-target species.ó 

 

Spraying began along Douglas Pike (Route 7) in Smithfield on Wednesday, September 21. Applicators using 

backpack sprayers with wands will òcontact sprayó Bifenthrin, a United States Environmental Protection Agen-

cy-approved pesticide, directly on trees and bushes with substantial numbers of adult lanternflies.  

http://www.rifb.org
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Young Ag Professionals  
 

At this yearõs Washington County Fair, all registered youth exhibitors received a customized RIFB òOcean 

Stateó T-shirt.  We were so excited to see them all over!  Ri Farm Bureau was also pleased to donate duffle 

bags for each of the seven Grand Champion Showmen awards.  Kylie Jordan won Premier Animal with her 

Red & White Holstein heifer, Teeter, and was presented the Premier Animal Directorõs Chair by RI Farm  

Bureau Executive Director, Heidi Quinn.  Congratulations to all the youth exhibitors at the fair, both new and 

experienced, and all those in-between.  You are the future of agriculture in Rhode Island.  A huge thanks to the 

families, mentors, club leaders and others who support the youth exhibitors.   
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Call the Farm Bureau Office to get the Dungarees Discount Code! 

 

 
The 2022 Rhode Island Farm Scavenger Hunt is Available! 

Our apologies for the wait, but the RI Farm Scavenger Hunt flyers are available at participating 

farms, the RIFB Farm Bureau office and other community locations where they have been avail-

able in the past.  Visit us at RIFB.org for more information. 

Membership Renewal Time? 

 

Remember to renew your RI Farm Bureau membership on time to maintain your member benefits and your 

American National/Farm Family Insurance discount (if that applies to you).  Dues notices are no longer only 

sent in November, but are sent just ahead of the òanniversaryó month you joined.  Feel free to call the office at 

401-385-3339 if you believe you have not received your renewal notice. 

 

Your dues help RIFB promote farming in Rhode Island through our support to members just starting a 

farm and those with decades of experience; through outreach at events; by collaborating at the national 

level with American Farm Bureau; and by lobbying at both the state and national level for the right to 

farm, water rights and property rights. 

 

Not a farmer?  We still need your support.  Our Friend of Farmer members are very important to us.  As 

consumers, and often true friends of the farmers you support, your memberships help us continue our work to 

keep agriculture in Rhode Island.   

rifb.org
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