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Farms Face Struggles in mid -2022 

Farms have always faced challenges; it is the nature of the game.  All farm prod-
ucts come from living things, putting the farmõs products at high exposure to 
risk.  Drought, floods, heat, cold, disease and more threaten farms every day, but 
farmers work hard to produce the best quality product they can for the consum-
er.  But is nature the only concern?  Not at all. 
 
Fuel prices hit record highs this year, but fortunately both gas and diesel prices 
have dropped considerably in the last 5-6 weeks.  However, it only takes one 
hurricane to disrupt the chain and prices may be back up again.  To be clear, Iõm 
not celebrating what are still very high prices, but I will appreciate the continually 
falling prices as long as I can.  Luckily, I can curb the miles I drive, and if needed 
swap my truck for my daughterõs Civic that gets 40 mpg.  I have flexibility.  But 
what if youõre a farmer filling the tank in your truck or tractor?  Switching vehi-
cles isnõt really an option, nor is using it less.  Farmers already work on a slim 
margin, and they donõt use any more fuel than necessary. 
 
Seed costs have risen.  The cost of trucking is so high that in some cases ship-
ping costs for seed are higher than the seed itself.  Is the answer to plant a small-
er crop?  For some farms that may be, however your fixed costs remain the same 
whether you plant 100% or 60% of your intended crop.  Planting less cuts your 
input cost but it also cuts your profit.   
 
With planting comes feeding your crop.  Fertilizer component prices (NPK) 
have risen 200-300%!  Luckily, American farmers struggling with the high cost of 
fertilizer got some good news last week when the U.S. International Trade Com-
mission unanimously voted to reject anti-dumping and countervailing duties on 
imports of urea ammonium nitrate, or UAN, from Russia and Trinidad and To-
bago.  Farmers use different amounts and types of fertilizer, but plant food is 
needed to get the most out of your crop.   That slim margin just got slimmer. 
 
If that wasnõt enough, drought looms over much of the country and over 90% of 
Rhode Island in Moderate drought as of July 25.  Rain here is typically spotty 
with the heaviest rains going to the northern part of the state, and while one part 
of a farmõs fields may get soaked another section stays bone dry.  There are few 
things more heartbreaking than watching black clouds head to your rain-starved 
farm and then dissipate before the healing rain arrives.  All that money and time 
invested, to be at the mercy of nature and the rain your crops need.  
 
 

(cont. page 2) 
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NEW!! Rhode Island Farm Bureau ôSwagó! 

 
Visit us at the Washington County Fair, or stop by the Farm Bureau office to get one of our brand-new T-shirts 

or hats!  We have kidõs òFarmer in Trainingó t-shirts in Youth sizes XS and S in Lime, Bright Orange and Hot 

Pink for just $10 each!   Our òOcean to the Fieldó shirts are  just $15 with Youth sizes M to XL in Lime or    

Aquamarine, and Adult S to 3X in Heather Gray or Steel Blue.  All sizes have the RIFB logo on the chest. Our 

new RIFB ball caps have red embroidered fronts with mesh backs and are $20.  (Spotted bear not included.) 

 

(cont. from cover)   

 

What does this mean for you?  If youõre the farmer, it can be very stressful.  If youõre the consumer, it most as-

suredly means higher prices.   Farmers want to provide you with high quality products for a fair price.  But what 

does that mean?  What is a fair price?  Is it fair to the farmer or the consumer? The goal is both.  Local farm 

products will almost always be more expensive than the supermarket, because loss leaders have always been 

there as a draw to get you into the SUPER markets.  (Does anyone really think that milk can be produced for 

$1.99/gallon?) It isnõt a reality for most families to make all their purchases from the farm. But when you do 

purchase at a farm stand you are supporting that farm family, and very likely other farm families that they pur-

chase products from to offer for sale.  The most important thing to remember is that the convenience of the 

local stand disappears when they donõt have customers to support them.   
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Young Ag Professionals  

 

The 2nd Annual RIFB Young Ag Professionals Chicken BBQ was held at the historic Fry Farm in East 

Greenwich on June 19.   We were spoiled by the beautiful weather at last yearõs BBQ, because despite the 

abundant sunshine, the wind and cool temps felt more like fall!  Despite the weather, we had a wonderful time 

visiting with friends and Farm Bureau members from across the state.  Nearly 130 guests enjoyed barbecued 

chicken, corn on the cob (donated by Confreda Farms ), mac cheese, homemade baked beans and apple pie. 

Over $3800 was raised for Ronald McDonald House Charities.      

 

Once again our thanks to the LaPrise Family who went above and beyond to make this a successful event.   

A lot of hard work went into 

selecting and husking the best 

ears of corn, as demonstrated by 

Ruby (left) and Reagan (right). 

Host and RIFB Board Member Scooter LaPrise & 

RIFB Director Heidi Quinn attend to the chicken. 

RIFB President Henry B. Wright III admires 

one of the LaPrise familyõs Jersey cows at the 

Fry Farm.  
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Call the Farm Bureau Office to get the Dungarees Discount Code! 

 

 
The 2022 Rhode Island Farm Scavenger Hunt is on the way! 

Our apologies for this MUCH longer than expected transition!  But as this newsletter goes to 

print, the Scavenger Hunt Flyers are at their printers and should be available by the time you  

receive this newsletter!   Flyers will be available at participating farms, the RIFB Farm Bureau 

office and other community locations where they have been available in the past.  Visit us at 

RIFB.org for more information. 

Membership Renewal Time? 

 

Remember to renew your RI Farm Bureau membership on time to maintain your member benefits and your 

American National/Farm Family Insurance discount (if that applies to you).  Dues notices are no longer only 

sent in November, but are sent just ahead of the òanniversaryó month you joined.  Feel free to call the office at 

401-385-3339 if you believe you have not received your renewal notice. 

 

Your dues help RIFB promote farming in Rhode Island through our support to members just starting a 

farm and those with decades of experience; through outreach at events; by collaborating at the national 

level with American Farm Bureau; and by lobbying at both the state and national level for the right to 

farm, water rights and property rights. 

 

Not a farmer?  We still need your support.  Our Friend of Farmer members are very important to us.  As 

consumers, and often true friends of the farmers you support, your memberships help us continue our work to 

keep agriculture in Rhode Island.   

rifb.org
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                 2022 RIFB Farm Products Raffle 
                Just $5 a ticket or 5 tickets for $20! 

Proceeds to benefit our RIFB Scholarship program 
 

   Three prizes: $500, $300 and $200 in RIFB Member Farm gift certificates.  

 

With fuel prices higher than ever, your $5 ticket for this yearõs 2022 RIFB Farm Product Raffle gives you not 

one, but two chances to win a prize package including one-half cord of Verrierõs EZLight Kiln Dried Fire-

wood! Thatõs right, the top two prize packages each include one half-cord kiln dried firewood*.  Other prizes 

include gift certificates for Blackbird Farm, EMMA Acres, The Farmerõs Daughter, Hopkins Southdowns,    

Pippin Orchard, Stamp Farm ,Windmist Farm, and Young Family Farm.  For more details, visit our 2022 RIFB 

Farm Products Raffle page on our website. 

We will once again be selling tickets at our RIFB booths at Washington County Fair August 17-21, so stop by 

and see us to grab your tickets!  You can also stop by the Farm Bureau office in West Greenwich to purchase 

your tickets.   

 

In addition to raising money for our scholarships, given out each fall at our RIFB Annual Meeting, our RIFB   

Raffle helps publicize our member farms and gets people out to shop at farms they may not be aware of.  

After the product availability issues of the past two years brought about an increased focus on local products, we 

think the time is right for lots of interest in the local farm products raffle!  Would you like to be featured in our 

2023 Farm Products Raffle?  Reach out to us to get your farm on our prize list for next year! 

* Delivery for additional fee.  Firewood may be picked up by winner at no additional charge. 

https://rifb.org/2019-rifb-farm-products-raffle/?preview_id=1339&preview_nonce=8cea9971be&preview=true&aiEnableCheckShortcode=true
https://rifb.org/2019-rifb-farm-products-raffle/?preview_id=1339&preview_nonce=8cea9971be&preview=true&aiEnableCheckShortcode=true

