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#StillFarming  

 

Cancelled.  If any word describes the last four months, it would be cancelled.  

Flights, meetings, appointments, sporting events, school, graduations, vaca-

tions, weddings, family reunions, and many more.  Cancelled.  What wasnõt 

cancelled?  Farming.  No matter what has changed in our lives, some things 

remained.  For all the jobs that we learned could convert to work from home, 

there were those that simply couldnõt.  Police, firefighters, medical profession-

als, truck drivers, grocery and market workers and farmers.  Simply put, we 

must eat to survive, and that food comes from farmers.  Itõs not to imply that 

things didnõt change drastically for anyone who still had to work during these 

past three months, because it did.  But farmers had to make some serious de-

cisions.  When restaurants and schools closed, the wholesale market dropped 

out for producers.  Indecision about what to plant, how much to plant and 

even to plant at all were daily questions we heard and received.  To say there 

were many daily conference calls and Zoom calls that RIFB participated in on 

a local and national level is to put it mildly.  Many of our RIFB board mem-

bers began to participate on the calls and many members soon joined.  Virtual 

meetings and calls have finally dropped off in frequency a bit, but so far none 

have been cancelled. 

 

Since March, Rhode Island Farm Bureau has been hard at work trying to 

make sure our farms could operate their businesses during the COVID-19 

pandemic.  We worked alongside RI Nursery and Landscape Association to 

have retail greenhouse sales reopened when the Department of Business Reg-

ulation shut them down on March 29 as non-essential retail.  When green-

houses and garden centers were given permission to make sales again in late 

April, it was under previously unheard-of restrictions.  We were very proud of 

the quick and often innovative changes and modifications our members took 

to be able to open.  Some farms instituted preordering with curbside pickup 

or delivery, some created or improved websites to share products customers 

could no longer browse in a greenhouse, others developed new markets and 

marketing strategies when restaurants closed and even weddings and funerals 

no longer received floral deliveries.  We then continued to work to ease the 

original restrictions and to achieve parity with the big box stores.  This great-

est challenge has been the scope of the pandemic, and the inability for our 

farms to simply expand their market; this pandemic hit our nation and all its 

agriculture as a whole.   (cont. page 2) 
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Farming is a Calling 

By Don Hartman  
 

Who will fill my shoes? Whoõs going to be the next one to plant the seeds, and grow and harvest the crops? Who 

will feed the calves and milk the dairy cows when farmers are no longer here or not able to do so? 

Young farmers, thatõs who. But where do they come from? They could be a first-generation farmer like myself or 

the eighth generation on a farm that was established years ago.  

For me, it started with a dream. A dream is like a seed that gets planted, then cultivated, and with hard work it fi-

nally grows and bears fruit, becoming reality. 

Farming is a calling. It gets in your blood. Family farmers are a special breed. We are thick-skinned but tender-

hearted. We are church deacons and T-ball coaches. We are 4-H leaders and volunteer firefighters. We are the 

neighbor in times of need. The volunteer in hard times. We are members of our small communities, but feeders of 

the world. 

There are both challenges and opportunities ahead of us. Itõs a challenge to connect with consumers, to under-

stand their wants and needs. Itõs also a challenge to earn and keep their trust. 

But there is opportunity now more than ever. Recent issues due to the COVID-19 pandemic caused a breakdown 

in the supply chain. People need to know that those of us in agriculture never stopped. We have always produced 

food ð during wars, pandemics and every trying and difficult time throughout history ð family farms are there for 

you. We produce! 

Although time and technology have changed the way we farm, farm families havenõt changed. 

We still have the same spirit, drive and work ethic. I love what I do! My son followed in my footsteps and learned 

from me. Today, my grandson is working with and learning from his daddy. Thatõs what farm families are all 

about. We are growing families, growing food, growing America and #StillFarming. 

Don Hartman is a farmer and member of the New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau. He grows small grains, watermel-

ons, onions and chile peppers. 

(cont. from front page)   

 

In addition to Greenhouse and Retail Garden Center Sales, RI Farm Bureau has also worked daily on many other 

issues.  Addressing concerns about ag travel across state lines & the backlog in the processing of livestock,  work-

ing with our lobbyists to help ease onerous restrictions introduced on May 4 relating to Agritourism events not 

even taking place until fall, discussing concerns about empty supermarket shelves in a country with the safest and 

most abundant food supply in the world. RIFB has continually shared information on Small Business Administra-

tion (SBA) loans including hosting an RIFB specific Zoom call with SBA.  We have also encouraged farms to con-

sider applying for Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) Direct Assistance to farmers for losses in pricing 

and market supply chains.   

Because the newsletter is only updated to the day it goes to print, we held this issue until the Phase III Guidelines 

for Farmers Markets, On-Farm Markets, Agritourism and Pick-Your-Own Farms were released. These are posted 

on our RIFB.org website.  If you do not have access to the Internet, please give us a call at the office and we can 

mail current guidance to you, or arrange for you to pick it up here. If there is a question you have on the guidance 

or another issue, please call and if we cannot answer it, we will reach out to get the answer for you. 

Rhode Island is one of the few states whose COVID-19 numbers continue to drop.  Many statesõ case numbers 

are rising by the day and their infection rates are increasing.  If we all work together to follow recommended guid-

ance to protect ourselves and others, Rhode Island may be able to operate more closely to normal as we navigate 

this new path. It is our hope that the publicsõ newly heightened awareness of local ag remains long past corona-

virus.  The diligence of Rhode Islandõs farmers has not gone unnoticed throughout.  Thank you for being good 

examples of how to run businesses and for being good neighbors.   



3 

 



4 

 

 


