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Cancelled. If any word describes the last four months, it would be cancelled. 5,y 2920
Flights, meetings, appointments, sporting events, school, graduations, vaca-

tions, weddings, family reunions, and many more. Cancelledv aMhat 0 doard of Directors
cancelledFarming. No matter what has changed in our lives, some things

remained. For all the jobs that we learned could convert to work from hamgp. wright 11, President

there were those that simply co%vﬁyrtﬁ?%@ltryﬁ“ffes@ i ce
. . nna Camachnho, lreasurer

als, truck drivers, grocery and marke_t workers and farmers. Simply putm@%msenol Secretary

must eat to survive, and that f &®QifBeefcO Me'S om

things didndét change drasti cal | yAnnNa@ Bouthitetie y 0 w h

past three months, because it did. But farmers had to make some seriﬂh@zﬂb@"”fr?da
cisions. When restaurants and schools closed, the wholesale market dfgp %E::::'Ckson
out for producers. Indecision about what to plant, how much to plant améter Gavitt
even to plant at alwere daily questions we heard and received. To sayJferelgesento
were many daily conference calls and Zoom calls that RIFB participate@liﬁaﬁﬂf"p".'”s )
. . . . ggle LaPrise, Young Ag Chair
a local and national level is to put it mildly. Many of our RIFB board m&Mrwi n 6Scooteré LaPr
bers began to participate on the calls and many members soon joined. BVisterap 111
meetings and calls have finally dropped off in frequency a bit, but so faktém@nagro il
have been cancelled. Tyler Young
Heidi Quinn, Exec. Director

Since March, Rhode Island Farm Bureau has been hard at work trying Rgbecca Whitford,
make sure our farms could operate their businesses during theT@OVID Administrative Assistant
pandemic. We worked alongside Rl Nursery and Landscape Association to
have retail greenhouse sales reopened when the Department of Business Reg-
ulation shut them down on March 29 as non-essentid retail. When green- Inside this issue:
houses and garden centers were given permission to make sales again jrtate——

o . .. #StillFarming
April, it was under previously unheafrdestrictions. We were very proud of
the quick and often innovative changes and modifications our members ook Young 5
to be able to open. Some farms instituted preordering with curbside pickufy """
or delivery, some created or improved websites to share products customewget the RIFB 8
could no longer browse in a greenhouse, others developed new markets and Board
marketing strategies when restaurants closed and even weddings and funeratse s i d en| 10
no longer received floral deliveries. We then continued to work to ease the ©°™Me'
original restrictions and to achieve parity with the big box stores. This gre#ts Zipline -with | 11
est challenge has been the scope of the pandemic, and the inability for qur “°" P!

farms to simply expand their market; this pandemic hit our nation and allts
agriculture as a wholecor(t. page 2
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In addition to Greenhouse and Retail Garden Center Sales, Rl Farm Bureau has also worked daily on many
issues. Addressing concerns about ag travel across state lines & the backlog in the processing of livestock,
ing with our lobbyists to help ease onerous restrictions introduced on May 4 relating to Agritourism events nc
even taking place until fall, discussing concerns about empty supermarket shelves in a country with the safe:
most abundant food supply in the world. RIFB has continually shared information on Small Business Adminis
tion (SBA) loans including hosting an RIFB specific Zoom call with SBA. We have also encouraged farms to
sider applying for Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) Direct Assistance to farmers for losses in [
and market supply chains.

Because the newsletter is only updated to the day it goes to print, we held this issue until the Phase 11l Guide
for Farmers Markets, @farm Markets, Agritourism and PYadur-Own Farms were released. These are posted
on our RIFB.org website. If you do not have access to the Internet, please give us a call at the office and we
mail current guidance to you, or arrange for you to pick it up here. If there is a question you have on the guid
or another issue, please call and if we cannot answer it, we will reach out to get the answer for you.

Rhode Island is one of the few states whose CQMAD number s continue to drop
are rising by the day and their infection rates are increasing. If we all work together to follow recommended
ance to protect ourselves and others, Rhode Island may be able to operate more closely to normal as we na
this new path. It is our hope that the publicséd
virus. The diligence of Rhode | sl anddés far mers
examples of how to run businesses and for being good neighbors.

Farming is a Calling
By Don Hartman

Who will fild]l my shoes? Whooés going to be the ne
will feed the calves and milk the dairy cows when farmers are no longer here or not able to do so?

Young farmers, thatoés who. But vwgéneratien fatnwer likehmgselfoc o n
the eighth generation on a farm that was established years ago.

For me, it started with a dream. A dream is like a seed that gets planted, then cultivated, and with hard work
nally grows and bears fruit, becoming reality.

Farming is a calling. It gets in your blood. Family farmers are a special breed. Wskismeetthiokt tender

hearted. We are church deacons apallcoaches. We aréldeaders and volunteer firefighters. We are the
neighbor in times of need. The volunteer in hard times. We are members of our small communities, but feed
the world.

tunities ahea

There are both challenges and oppor
tds also a chall en

stand their wants and needs. I

But there is opportunity now more than ever. Recent issues due to the X®(Qdilemic caused a breakdown

in the supply chain. People need to know that those of us in agriculture never stopped. We have always pro
food & during wars, pandemics and every trying and difficult time throughoudtiataty farms are there for

you. We produce!

Al t hough time and technology have changed the wa

We still have the same spirit, drive and work ethic. | love what | do! My son followed in my footsteps and leal
from me. Today, my grandson is working with and
about. We are growing families, growing food, growing America and #StillFarming.

Don Hartman is a farmer and membhevoMbegico Farm & Livestock Bureau. He grows small grains, w
ons, onions and chile peppers.



THE GREAT STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

LET’S TALK ABOUT THE STATE OF YOUR FARM INSURANCE

Big or small, when you dedicate your life and well-being into a farm, you
need more than just a policy-you need an ally. Your operation is unique and
a one-size-fits-all insurance policy isn’t for you. You deserve a customized
coverage plan and American National gets it. An American National Special

Farm Package 10 or Country Estate policy can provide you with a flexible

AMERICAN

package that allows you to tailor a policy to match your individual needs, NATIONAL

with coverage options that include windstorm, fire, mechanical equipment
and utility line failures, machinery, livestock and more. Find a local agent at

INSURANCE

an.insure/rifb

American National is a group of companies writing a broad array of insurance products and services. Products and services may not be available in all states.

Terms, conditions and eligibility requirements will apply. Life insurance and annuity products may be underwritten by American National Insurance Company,

Galveston, Texas. Property and casualty products and services may be underwritten by Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company, Glenmont, New York.
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