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COVID-19 GUIDANCE: Essential Businesses for a Safe Food Supply 
 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania recognizes the critical role production agriculture, 
agribusinesses, food processors and manufacturers, retailers, and the entire distribution 
and support network from farm to table play in assuring a safe, reliable food supply.  

The PA Department of Agriculture has developed the following guidelines for essential 
businesses to help ensure a safe and accessible food supply during the COVID-19 
mitigation efforts. Examples of essential businesses for a safe food supply include 
farms, greenhouses and vegetable plants, orchards, pest management services, feed 
mills and ag supply businesses, agricultural equipment sales and service, animal feed 
and supply distribution network, transportation system from farm to retail, food and meat 
processors and manufacturers, veterinary services and supplies, pet food 
manufacturers and distributors, distribution and transportation system from processors 
and manufacturers to retailers, retailers to include grocery stores and farmers markets, 
grocery delivery services, and laboratories and inspectors that ensure food safety. 

We encourage food production and distribution facilities to continue operations but the 
decision for essential businesses to stay open or voluntarily close during the COVID-19 
mitigation phase is a business-by-business decision. All essential businesses that 
choose to remain open should review and adjust standard operating procedures to 
minimize risk, take measures to protect their employees, send home sick employees, 
and minimize or eliminate congregate settings or groups of more than 10 people 
whenever possible. 

The PA Department of Agriculture has developed the following voluntary guidance and 
recommendations for various businesses throughout the food supply chain. 

• Farms and On-Farm Deliveries (distribution networks should follow on-farm 
delivery guidance) 

• Food Processors and Manufacturers 
• Farmers Markets and On-Farm Markets 
• Dairy Guidance 
• Livestock Markets 
• Retail Grocery, Restaurants & Bars 

https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/foodforthought/Pages/Article.aspx?post=69
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/foodforthought/Pages/Article.aspx?post=69
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Documents/FDA%20Food%20and%20Food%20Facilities.pdf
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Documents/FDA%20Food%20and%20Food%20Facilities.pdf
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/foodforthought/Pages/Article.aspx?post=70
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/foodforthought/Pages/Article.aspx?post=70
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/foodforthought/Pages/Article.aspx?post=70
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/foodforthought/Pages/Article.aspx?post=70
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Documents/COVID-19%20Dairy%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Documents/COVID-19%20Dairy%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/FoodForThought/Pages/Article.aspx?post=73
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/FoodForThought/Pages/Article.aspx?post=73
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/foodforthought/Pages/Article.aspx?post=72
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/foodforthought/Pages/Article.aspx?post=72
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