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A quickly changing prediction of VolumeZ2ptsaeld
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reau. A seminar was held early in the day to provide an update regarding On
Farm Readiness Reviews (OFFRSs) for the Produce Safety Rule. After Iuncp (mers Markets
there was an | ce Cream Soci al fea%ur}n
Next, Chef Lou Rossi of Castle HiThPrqdare7IZ‘gﬁSt°rﬁMar’fet
cooking demo featuring Black Angus shanks from Blackbird Farm in Smith-Z 250" = TSt
field. Chef Rossi talked attendees through the process of making the braisedrnode I1sland!
shanks the day before, and he assembled all the ingredients for a seconc(lagrgoegalwm Eresh R to find
of delicious beef shank chili, which they brought for all to sample. days and locations!
Later in the afternoon, during the business meeting, the followimg werést fgt’;f’f’e N
elected to the Board pf Directors for a-iear t.erm:.Kevin Breene, Vinny wamslfarfnetmgrketsl
Confreda, Peter Gavitt and Joe Polseno. Prior director Tyler Young of and input your ZIP code for
Young Family Farm in Little Compton was elected at the meeting, repladhegnarkets nearest you.

Ri chard O6Ritd Schartner.

Members voted to support six resolutions. Two of these were in regarld% tsoi
the Produce Safety Rule portion of FSMA, two were related to open space
bond issues and two were in regards to agricultural lands owned by the stat

arm%ill & new 2
and/or Federal governments. Clean Water Rule

de this issue:

The evening program included Mace Thornton, Executive Director of pPr esi dent 6s5 rner
Communications for AFBF. Mace spoke about the difficulties in public per-
ception of farming, and how to put your best side forward when dealing with rignt 8
the public. Honored at the meeting were: Michael Stanton, Golden Tract8y Josh Marshall
Award, for his many years of updates, revisions and installing functions to
assist in verifying membership for our database. Michael has 40 years d{?529s
Farm Bureau experience and has supported the small states volunteering his
time remotely from lllinois. Senator Sue Sosnowski and Representative #\étzipline -with 10
Handy were each presented with the Navigator Award for guiding agricultufgry buval
into the future, and Kenneth Payne received our Volunteer of the Year
Award for devoting countless hours of consultation and writing skills to
RIFB in 2018.Seven scholarships were presented to college students pursu-
ing agricultural careers. These scholarships will be distributed upon receipt of
official transcripts verifying completion of a successful Fall Semester in an
agricultureelated major.
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Farm Bill Signed

On December 20, a group of AFBF representatives was invited to the Whitehouse to watch President
Donald J. Trump sign the 2018 Farm Bill into law. AFBF President Zippy Duvall released the following
comment:

0The Agri cul t ufildR.nsnowlaweEnatment means risk management tools,
foreign market development and environmental stewardship programs continue to be available, and on
terms that reflect a much tougher farm economy than the one we faced when the last farm bill became lav

0The farm bil!]l hel ps to ensure the food securit
it benefits everyone in towns large and small. This farm bill:

1 Brings another five years of certainty to farm and ranch families;
Upholds fiscal responsibility by being budget neutral;

Improves risk management programs;

Protects crop insurance;

Funds mucinmeeded trade development;

il
)l
)l
)l
1 Invests in the future with funding for ag research and beginning farmer programs; and
1 Continues nutrition assistance (thyearters of total farm bill funding) for lovirezome
Americans.

oWe are grateful to President Trump for his sup
Ranking Members Stabenow and Peterson for producing legislation that passed witpattisag, bi

support. We look forward to working with Agriculture Secretary Perdue as he and his team at USDA

i mpl ement this | aw and put new program provisio

Clean Water Bill Signed

On December 11, RIFB President Henry B. Wright was among State Farm Bureau presidents from acros:s
the nation that witnessed the signing of the proposed Clean Water Rule at Environmental Protection
Agency headquarters in Washington. The Presidents broke away from the Resolutions meetings at the
AFBF offices to attend. The following statement regarding the new Clean Water Rule is from AFBF
President Zippy Duvall.

OFarmers and ranchers work every day to protect
than five years we have advocated for a new water rule that protects clean water and provides clear rules
for people and communities to follow. This new rule will empower farmers and ranchers to comply with
the law, protect our water resources and productively work their land without having to hire an army of
lawyers and consultants.

oWe want to protect | and and water in the commu
life. Preserving our land and protecting our water means healthy places to live, work and play. We believe
this new Clean Water Rule is rooted in corsnemn s e . It wi || protect our n

allow farmers to farm.

OWe appreciate the months of hard work that the
Engineers, invested in making sure the new Clean Water Rule was done right. Unlike the 2015 WOTUS
rule, this new rule protects our resources, respects the law and provides greater clarity so the agencies ar
the public can identify regulated federal waterways. We will further analyze this new rule in the coming
days and will suggest further refinements durin






