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EPA Regulation is in the Face of Farmers

A little known EPA regulation has snuck un-
der the radar of American Farmers. The regu-
lation is the Worker Protection Standard
(WPS) for Agricultural Pesticides. Much of

the regulation is already in force but it comes
into full force by January of 2018. The regu-
lation requires intensive training of farm
workers by trained instructors as well as ex-
tensive record keeping and all kinds of warn-
ing posters. But the most stringent part of the
regulation is the requirement that farm
Ohandlersdé (those who
the farm) must be fitted with a respirator
when the label on the pesticide requires a res-
pirator. Itis not enough for the handler to
simply wear a respirator but they must have
the respirator fitted to their face. There are

27 pages of instructions on how to properly fit
the mask. Here are a few examples of the
test procedures:

§ Provide enough respirators so the employ-
ee can choose an

§ There must be a mirror available for them
to use when evaluating the position & fit.

§ Once they choose a mask, have them wear
it for five minutes to evaluate comfort
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and have every right to de-
mand, that their government
conduct the
efficiently, effectively, and
with the utmost integrity.
Third, as Americans expect a
safe and secure food supply,
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the food we put on the table to
p e o |feed our families meets the
safety
established. Food security is a
key component of national se-
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§ Assessment of comfort must include

a) Position of mask on nose

b) Room for eye protection

¢) Room to talk

d) Position of mask on face and cheek.
§ Test Exercises

1) Normal breathing

2) Deep breathing

3) Turning head side to side

4) Moving head up and down.

The whole process takes about 25 minutes
and must be done by someone who is trained
to do it.

The above has only scratched the surface.
The regulation instructions are over 120 pag-
es long. There are some exemptions for
farmers who have just immediate family
members working but even family members
must have the mask fitted properly.

For more information go to :
pesticideresources.org.

Also, the RI Division of Agriculture might
have some hard copies
plyé Manual

today, those land resources
sustain more than 320 million
Americans and countless mil-
lions more around the globe.
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With everything you need to accomplish in a day insurance

protection for your business might be the last thing on your mind.
You do recognize, however, that a one-size-fits-all insurance policy
isn’t the smart way to run a business. Your operation is unique and

we understand that.

Our AGRIBUSINESS INSURANCE PROGRAM can provide
you with a flexible farm package that allows you to customize a

policy to match your individual needs.

Contact me for more information or to find your local agent.

RICHARD BROCK
Multiple Line General Agent

426 N MAIN ST
SOUTHINGTON, CT 06489-2520

SMART THINKING, REWARDED"™

@ richard.brock@farm-family.com
© 860.329.0103

AN AMERICAN NATIONAL COMPANY

http://an.insure/richardbrock

American National is a group of companieswiiting abroad array of insurance products and services. Products and services may not be availablen all states. Terms, conditions and eligibility requirements will apply: Life insurance and annuity products may be
underwritten by American National Insurance Company, Galveston, Texas. Property and casualty products and services may be underwritten by Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company, Glenmont, New York.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Bill# Sponsor Description Status RIFB
Position

720 Sosnowski Requires the Dir of DEM to to enforce FSMA HFS Support

570 Sosnowski land where development rights have been sold Finance Support
6095 Handy can be used for renewable energy. HFS Support

448 Sosnowski Sale of seeds and plants used for food is exempt Finance Support
5772  Fogarty sales tax. Finance Support
6023 Serpa Larger chicken cages and dHESn Ot s eAgdinstegg
5921 Morin City of Woonsocket can regulate sell farm produce. HFS Against

559 Sosnowski Removes restrictions on who can perform routine Passed Com  Support
5470 Skekarchi animal husbandry practices. HFS Support

365 Calkin Carbon pricing. Tax fossil fuels and use funds to HFS Against
5369 Regunberg support renewable energy. Postponed Against

We support several bills that would lower the estate tax.
We have taken a position on over 40 bills.

RI Farm Bureau Seeks Volunteers
Want to go to the Washington County Fair for free?!? Just volunteer
to help in the Rl Farm Bureau booth for a few hours and we will pay
for you and a guest to see the fair. The shifts are 9:30 62:00,
2:00 66:00 and 6:00 810:00. The fair begins on Wed August 16
through Sunday August 20. Call Rl Farm Bureau at 401  -385-3339.

The RIFB booth at the Washington
County Fair, 2015
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