
Inside this issue: 

EPA 2 

Leg Update  5 

Presidentõs Report 6 

USDA  Reorganize  7 

Whole Milk  8 

Electronic  9 

Harvesting RI  9 

4-H FFA  10 

EPA Reg 

Bigger 

Threat Than 

FSMA  
 A little known EPA 

regulation promises to 

be more in the face of 

farmers (literally) than 

FSMA regs.  See page 

2 for details.  

 

Sonny Perdue came by his 
knowledge of agriculture the old 
fashioned way: he was born into 
a farming family in Bonaire, 
Georgia.  From childhood, and 
through his life in business and 
elected office, Perdue has expe-
rienced the industry from every 
possible perspective.  Uniquely 
qualified as a former farmer, ag-
ribusinessman, veterinarian, 
state legislator, and governor of 
Georgia, he became the 31st 
United States Secretary of Agri-
culture on April 25, 2017.   

Perdue³s policies as U.S. Secre-

tary of Agriculture will be guided 

by four principles which will in-

form his decisions. First, he will 

maximize the ability of the men 

and women of America³s agricul-

ture and agribusiness sector to 

create jobs, to produce and sell 

the foods and fiber that feed and 

clothe the world, and to reap the 

earned reward of their labor. It 

should be the aim of the Ameri-

can government to remove every 

obstacle and give farmers, 

ranchers, and producers every 

opportunity to prosper.  Second, 

he will prioritize customer ser-

vice every day for American tax-

payers and consumers.  They 

will expect, (continued page 2)                    

to demand, that their gov-

ernment conduct the peo-

ple³s business efficiently, 

effectively, and with the ut-

most integrity.  Third, as 

Americans expect a safe 

and secure food supply, 
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Special points of interest: 

Watch Harvesting RI on Public 

Television on Thursdays at 

7:00 pm. 

There is a farmerõs market 

open everyday of the week 

someplace in the state. Check 

the Division of Agriculture web 

site. 

http://www.dem.ri.gov/

programs/agriculture/  
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and have every right to de-

mand, that their government 

conduct the peopleõs business 

efficiently, effectively, and 

with the utmost integrity.  

Third, as Americans expect a 

safe and secure food supply, 

USDA will continue to serve 

in the critical role of ensuring 

the food we put on the table to 

feed our families meets the 

strict safety standards weõve 

established.  Food security is a 

key component of national se-

curity, because hunger and 

peace do not long coexist.  And 

 

A little known EPA regulation has snuck un-

der the radar of American Farmers. The regu-

lation is the Worker Protection Standard 

(WPS) for Agricultural Pesticides. Much of 

the regulation is already in force but it comes 

into full force by January of 2018.  The regu-

lation requires intensive training of farm 

workers by trained instructors as well as ex-

tensive record keeping and all kinds of warn-

ing posters. But the most stringent part of the 

regulation is the requirement that farm 

òhandlersó (those who handle pesticides on 

the farm) must be fitted  with a respirator 

when the label on the pesticide requires a res-

pirator.  It is not enough for the handler to 

simply wear a respirator but they must have 

the respirator fitted to their face.  There are 

27 pages of instructions on how to properly fit 

the mask.  Here are a few examples of the 

test procedures:  

§ Provide enough respirators so the employ-

ee can choose an acceptable modelé 

§ There must be a mirror available for them 

to use when evaluating the position & fit.  

§ Once they choose a mask, have them wear 

it for five minutes to evaluate comfort  

 

§ Assessment of comfort must include  

      a) Position of mask on nose  

      b) Room for eye protection  

      c) Room to talk  

      d) Position of mask on face and cheek.  

§ Test Exercises  

      1) Normal breathing  

      2) Deep breathing  

      3) Turning head side to side  

      4) Moving head up and down.  

The whole process takes about 25 minutes 

and must be done by someone who is trained 

to do it.  

The above has only scratched the surface.  

The regulation instructions are over 120 pag-

es long.  There are some exemptions for 

farmers who have just immediate family 

members working but even family members 

must have the mask fitted properly.  

For more information go to :  

pesticideresources.org.  

 Also, the RI Division of Agriculture might 

have some hard copies of the òHow to Com-

plyó Manual. 
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today, those land resources 

sustain more than 320 million 

Americans and countless mil-

lions more around the globe.  

Perdueõs fatherõs words still 

ring true: Weõre all stewards 

of the land, owned or rented, 

and our responsibility is to 

leave it better than we found 

it.  
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  RI Farm Bureau Seeks Volunteers  
Want to go to the Washington County Fair for free?!? Just volunteer 

to help in the RI Farm Bureau booth for a few hours and we will pay 

for you and a guest to see the fair.  The shifts are 9:30 ð2:00,  

2:00 ð6:00 and 6:00 ð10:00. The fair begins on Wed August 16 

through Sunday August 20.  Call RI Farm Bureau at 401 -385-3339. 

 

 

The RIFB booth at the Washington 

County Fair, 2015  

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE  
 

Bill #  Sponsor Description                  Status   RIFB 

Position  

 

720 Sosnowski Requires the Dir of DEM to to enforce FSMA    HFS   Support  

570 Sosnowski land where development rights have been sold   Finance  Support  

6095 Handy   can be used for renewable energy.    HFS   Support  

448 Sosnowski Sale of seeds and plants used for food is exempt  Finance  Support  

5772 Fogarty  sales tax.       Finance  Support  

6023 Serpa  Larger chicken cages and canõt sell eggs from cage. HFS   Against  

5921 Morin   City of Woonsocket can regulate sell farm produce.  HFS   Against  

559 Sosnowski Removes restrictions on who can perform routine  Passed Com Support  

5470 Skekarchi  animal husbandry practices.     HFS   Support  

365 Calkin   Carbon pricing. Tax fossil fuels and use funds to  HFS   Against  

5369 Regunberg support renewable energy.     Postponed Against  

 

We support several bills that would lower the estate tax.  

We have taken a position on over 40 bills.  
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