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BENEFITS BENEFITS BENEFITS

Being a member of the RIFB means
more savings, more discounts, and
even more benefits. Listed below are a
few of our newest discounts offered to
you, our members to help you save $$.
Our newest benefit is a discount of
$300-$500 from CASE IH TRACTOR
and other Case farm equipment. Con-
tact the RIFB office to get this dis-
count.

In addition to the $500 GM dis-
count, The New GM True Car Program

is now available. The GM True Car pro-

gram is an online program where you
can get a quote for a GM vehicle and
save as much as $2,500 in addition to
your $500 GM discount for being a
RIFB Member. Simply go to
foverify.com type in your membership
number and zip code and get a quote
on a new or used vehicle. Take the
guote to your favorite GM dealer and
buy the vehicle.

If you are not signed up for RETAIL
BENEFITS PROGRAM, then you are
missing out on some real online shop-

Case IH is the latest benefit for RIFB Members

ping discounts. Go to
rifarmbureau.foryourpeople.conto
save hundreds of dollars at thousands
of companies nationwide. Additionally,
you and the RI Farm Bureau will get
cash back when you shop. Make sure
you download the Shopping Assistant.

Save money on heating your home
by using Superior Plus 40467-6510,
HOP Energy 80851-2941 or Subur-
gan Propane, 401397-3311.

Looking for more ways to save, go to
our web siterifb.org, click on Member-
ship information, then Membership
Benefits and click the Access Benefits
link. Here you can print out coupons at
over 300,000 companies nationwide.

LoGco CONTEST

Wantedd talented, artist type
person, capable of designing the New-

est RIFB Logo. There is a $100 prize to

the person who submits the winning
entry. The winner will be featured in
our newsletter. Help us celebrate our
60 th year in business, by creating a

one of a kind work of art. Email your
entries to rifarm@aol.com or mail it to
the RIFB office. Deadline is March 21.
The current logo is in the upper left

hand corner of this page.



“We switched
our payroll }(]
ﬂ
Farm Credit
East.”.... N

“Tom made the switch to save costs, but it
turned out to be more convenient, too. He likes /
to enter his employee hours online, which he
can do any time of day or night. Then we take
care of everything else — delivering payroll on
time, filing payroll taxes, dealing with exemptions.
He never has to scramble to get people paid or
find payroll reports. Call Farm Credit East and

we’ll do the same for you.”

Rachel Reel Rachel Reel

Sentor Payroll
Specialist
Farm Credit East

Tom OSbow(e

Oz’QFARM CREDIT EAST

Dayville, CT - 800.327.6785
FarmCreditEast.com
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ESTATE TAX ISSUEGAINS STEAM

Farmers Seek TaRelief
By TIM FAULKNER/ecoRI News staff

PROVIDENCIE Several generations of farmers spoke in favor oftall (S 18) to help reduce the tax burden for
passing land to family members.

Bill Stamp Jr. of Stamp Farms in Cranston and North Kingstown noted that agriculture is a small but growing
i ndustry in the state, but most farmers are getting
the next generation. o

OWe want to continue doing what we do best,d his so
Under current state law the first $1 million of farmland is appraised as agricultural use, which is lower than the

of ull <aansdh fvaailrued or its value as new homes or commer
ol f we keep appraising our farmland as house | ot s,
house | ots, 6 said Al fred Bettencourt Jr. |, executive

After the hearing, Ken Ayars, chief of the state Division of Agriculture, said state officials have taken an interest
in the issue and are studying the tax implications. The governor is expected to make an announcement on this and
related bills as the legislative session moves ahead, he said.

Ayars noted that as much as 10 percent of Rhode Island is farmland, much of it valuable coastal property and

sought afterbyreale st at e devel opers. OFar mers

are typically land rich and cash poor, so some-

times they have to sell the |l and to pay taxes, 6 he
said.

To help farmers plan for estate tax issues, the
Division of Agriculture is céosting a tax work-
shop for farmers in early March.

David Cotta, 71, ceowner of Quonset View
Farm in Portsmouth, hopes the taxes will be low-
ered before he bequeaths his 14eacre farm to
his grandson Mike Flynn, an agricultural student
at the University of Rhode Island. Cotta was one
of several farmers who noted that the pay can

be poor, but the work is rewarding. O0OWe really

need agriculture in Rhode Island and the coun-

try. ltéds a wonderful thing," he said But help is
needed for family farming to endure. OWi thout

this bildl it owi I put me behind the eight ball, o6 FI yl
said.

Tyler Young, of Young Family Farm in Little
Compton said he buys used farm equipment,
which he repairs himself. Fertilizers are expen-
sive, he said. And crops like his potatoes have
good years and bad. o0We |
to the point where we can
The bill was held for further study by the Sen-
ate Finance CommitteeEdi t or BasvevBip t e :
Senator Felag moved passage and several sena-
tors agreed. But Chairman DaPonte held it and
asked Al Bettencourt to get more info from the
Sales Tax Division as to how much it would cost .
Since 2009, no farmers have paid an estate tax.

Stay tuned.

st dondt want to get
t

u
0 function, " he sai d.



